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I \ \ynx3i thp riA was able to "create 



ByBUlRlchai^ds 
^ \ wublngUm Po«t Statl Writer 

The Central Intelligence Agency managed to 
generate enough favorable pubUclty to «»cc«s- 
fuUy promote small anti-Communlst political 
groups into positiona of leadership in two wun- 
Wes during the 1950s. former Director William 

E. Colby said yesterday. 

Colby, testifying before the House Intelligence 
Committee, did not reveal the names of the 
countries. But he said the political tituation in 
each was dramaUcally reversed after a CIA- 
directed pubUc relations barrage was ^eashed 
in the local press. In each case. Colby said, a 
relatively insignificant poUtlcal org^aUon was 
transformed into a potent “tipnal power. 

The former intelligence ^^o CIA 

director from 1973 to 1976, cited the countries 



as examples of how the CIA was able to “create • 
facts” with manipulation of the press. 

“In other words, if you do the job 
becomes true." said Rep. Les Aspta (D-Wis.) 
who presided at the committee hearing. 

"Yes.^* answered Colby. 

“Fm.not sure that is what we want to have 
happen ” said Aspin. 

Colby acknowledged that in seeking to m- 
fluence foreign political developments the CIA 
used both American and foreign reporters and 
news services. In addition, Colby said, the CIA 
dispatched its own employees “on ^^emgence 
missions abroad who served as real or pretended 
Journalists." 

The pracUve has drawn sharp criticism from 
within and outside the news business, and 
several CIA directors— Including Colby— have 

See CIA, A8. Col. 3 
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